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HOUSING 
Environmental Health Services Division 

Frequently Asked Questions 
  

What housing or residential area issues can you address? 

We have a Board of Health (BOH) Housing Regulation.  It applies to all residential areas in Davis 
County and addresses: 
Water Hygiene and Sanitation 

Potable Water Supply 
Plumbing System 
Plumbing Fixtures, including Hot Water 
Wastewater Discharges 
Flooding 

Minimum Dwelling Standards 
Indoor Air Quality – Quantifiable Nuisances 
Heating 
Unit Enclosure Integrity 

Finish Surfaces, including Water Intrusion 
Lead Based Paint 

Hazard and Nuisance Abatement 
Hazardous Gases and Materials 
Infestations, including Harborage Issues 
Nuisance Odors (see FAQ) 
Stagnant Water 
Natural Disaster Clean-up 
Vacant Units 

Solid Waste Control:  Domestic Animal

What housing services can you provide? 

The Health Department may conduct an inspection and provide documentation of findings or 
conditions in a unit limited by our available equipment and training.  Industry professionals (e.g. 
industrial hygienists, mold specialists) may provide additional services.  

Can the Health Department go into any housing unit? 

Our right of entry is dependent on the consent of the owner, occupant, or a warrant issued by a 
court of competent jurisdiction.   

What can I do to help protect myself when renting?  

An inspection of the unit can give you an idea of the condition of the unit and help you determine if 
you want to sign a lease agreement.  Pictures may provide additional documentation of the 
condition of the unit prior to signing a lease and moving in. 

Who is responsible for what in my rental unit? 

The Davis County BOH Housing Regulation has specific responsibilities for both tenants and 
owners.  For example: 

Tenants are expected to keep their unit clean and sanitary.  They are expected to remove any 
visible mold and biologic growth on surfaces inside their unit.  If the surface has become damaged 
and is not reasonably cleanable, they should notify their landlord.  If the landlord does not address 
the finish surface, the Health Department may conduct an inspection. 

Owners are responsible for overseeing the maintenance of commons areas.  They are directly 
responsible for maintaining:  access to dwellings, water hygiene and sanitation, and, minimum 
dwelling standards. 

For more information please refer to the Housing Regulation. 

What if my landlord won’t fix something? 

You should notify your landlord in writing and keep a copy for your records.  If no action has been 
taken after a reasonable time, contact the Health Department and a complaint investigation may 
be conducted. 

http://www.daviscountyutah.gov/docs/librariesprovider5/administration-documents/board-of-health-regulations/housing-regulation-adopted-2-14-13.pdf?sfvrsn=fea84653_8
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If my landlord hasn’t fixed something, should I withhold my rent? 

You should seek legal counsel before you withhold rent. 

Can I break my lease? 

You should seek legal counsel. 

What if my landlord evicts me? 

The Health Department can enforce the Board of Health Regulation, but cannot ensure you will 
not be evicted.  The United Way is an organization that may be able to direct you to temporary 
housing.   

What testing capabilities do you have? 

We may test for various gases associated with indoor air quality issues, radiation, and radon. 

My neighbor is a hoarder, who do I call? 

Issue Responsible Entity 
Are children living in the unit? Utah Division of Child and Family Services - 

801.538.4171 
Are disabled adults or seniors living in the unit? Utah Division of Aging and Adult Services - 

801.538.4171 
Does the debris inside the unit create a fire 
hazard? 

Local Fire Marshall or Code Enforcement Officer 

 

For other issues not addressed by our BOH Housing Regulation: 

Issue Responsible Entity 
Agricultural Animals or Other Zoning Issues Local Zoning Official or Code Enforcement 

Officer 
Auto Vehicles in Yard 

Are they solid waste, leaking hazardous waste, 
or creating vector harborage? 

Local Zoning Official or Code Enforcement  
Officer 

Barking Dogs Local Animal Control Agency – 801.444.2200 

Business Activities in Residential Areas 
Licensed or Unlicensed. 

Local Zoning Official or Code Enforcement 
Officer 

Crowing Roosters Local Zoning Official or Code Enforcement 
Officer 

Discrimination Utah Labor Commission, Fair Housing Program 
801.530.6800 

Electrical Issues 
Malfunctions, Exposed Wires, Electrocutions, 
Damaged Electrical Fixtures, etc. 

Local Building Official or Code Enforcement  
Officer 

Overgrown Yard or Weeds. Local Zoning Official or Code Enforcement 
Officer 

Structural Safety Issues Local Building Official or Code Enforcement 
Officer 

Unsafe Buildings, Garages, Sheds, etc. Local Building Official or Code Enforcement 
Officer 
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What other information is available from the health department? 

Issue Resource 
Asbestos See the Asbestos FAQ 

Bed Bugs See the Bed Bugs FAQ 

Drinking Water See the Drinking Water FAQ 

Lead See the Lead FAQ 

Methamphetamines See the Methamphetamine FAQ 

Mold See the Mold FAQ 

Nuisance Odors See the Nuisance Odors FAQ 

(Outdoor) Air Quality, 
Open Burning, or Smoking 

See the Air Quality, Solid Fuel Burning, Open Burning, Nuisance 
Odors or ICAA FAQs 

Radon See the Radon FAQ 

Rats & Mice See the Rats & Mice FAQ 

 

What other resources are available? 

Entity Resource or Reference 
Professional Specialists Industrial Hygienists, Mold Specialists, etc. 

Utah Legal Services 

The New Renter’s Handbook 
http://www.utahlegalservices.org/public/self-help-webpages/utah-
renters-handbook  
Damage to Rental Unit, Watch Out (landlord traps for unwary 
tenants), Breaking the Lease, Eviction 

US Dept. HUD 
Tenant Rights, Laws, and Protections: Utah 

http://www.hud.gov/local/ut/renting/tenantrights.cfm 
HAFB Boyer Hill Military Housing 801.784.5600 

Utah Fit Premises Act http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/section.jsp?code=57-22  

Utah Department of 
Agriculture 

Protecting the Public, the Environment, and Pesticide Information 

http://ag.utah.gov/pesticides/for-consumers.html 
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